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A MESSAGE
FROM YOUR MP
Dear friends,
As we continue to face the Covid-19 pandemic, and
as we slowly work towards vaccinating Canadians,
there is much work that we can do to prepare for
re-opening of businesses, community centres,
schools and our border. I am consistently working
to have the government listen to our community,
from a cross-border perspective, and develop a task
force to prepare for the smoothest transition back
to eventual re-opening.
In Parliament, this has been an eventful session with
many good news stories for our region. My motion
to stop fraud, spam and robocalls resulted in the
Government response to take action on this file
alongside partners like the CRTC and RCMP.
As well, with the help of our community, leaders, air
traffic controllers, pilots, and both local and national
organizations with a stake in our airport, we
stopped NAV Canada from closing down our local
air traffic control tower. Thank YOU! All of our
combined voices were cited by NAV Canada as the
main reason they put the brakes on this study.
Further, we worked hard and passed the singlewager sports betting Bill C-218 through the House
of Commons with more work to move this through
the Senate before summer.
Read inside for more of the work that I am doing
with you, and our community, to make sure that we
come out of this pandemic period thriving together.

Brian Masse M.P.
Windsor West
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

SAVING THE YQG AIR
TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER
In November 2020, Nav Canada announced a study
considering the removal of seven airport towers across
Canada that included YQG. Removing air traffic control
services at YQG would have resulted in an uncontrolled
airport which would eliminate commercial passenger air
travel and create significant safety problems for cargo
and private planes due to the complex airspace of
having five airports to monitor.
After a 5-month fight, including the collective effort of
everyone involved from: air traffic controllers, airport
workers, pilots, flying clubs, air passengers, cargo users,
air craft maintenance personnel, unions, municipal
leaders, Chambers of Commerce, trade associations,
firms from the automotive to agricultural sectors, and
concerned residents in all the communities across the
country, and the introduction of my legislation, Bill
C-278 to stop it, victory happened.
On April 15, 2021, Nav Canada capitulated and
announced that they are maintaining services and there
will be no site closures anywhere in the country.
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STOPPING ROBOCALLS AND
FRAUDULENT CALLS
The Government responded to the final report by the
House of Commons Standing Committee on Industry,
resulting from Masse’s motion to study and take action
on stopping fraudulent spam and robocalls. The new
date set by The CRTC to ensure that the STIR/SHAKEN
Protocol is in place is November 30, 2021.

That means that by that date, your service provider will
be required to stop the majority of these calls before they
even reach you. Masse is constantly working with
authorities and telecom providers to ensure that he
shares the most up-to-date information on scams and
fraud with you and has the resources available to
educate and help protect you from these fraudsters.
Learn more: https://www.brianmasse.ca/?s=fraud

CROSS BORDER TAXES
In March 2021, we learned that Canadians who normally
work in the United States and stayed home for work
during the pandemic, could be penalized on their taxes
this year for working from home and not going into the
office. Brian Masse worked with the constituents and
Minister of National Revenue and her office to sort out
this caveat which would have seen these workers paying
excess amounts of taxes this year—just for doing the
right thing— staying home for work.
This job is not done. These same Canadians will face
this same problem next tax season, and therefore, Brian
will continue working to ensure that this government
listens to the unique needs of border communities and
does the right thing to help our cross-border workers
from being penalized for following the rules.
Learn more: https://www.brianmasse.ca/?s=tax.
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SINGLE-EVENT SPORTS
BETTING BILL PASSED

Bill C-218 is now at the Senate of Canada
and needs to pass this final hurdle to
become law in Canada.
Brian Masse’s former private member’s bill
(PMB) to legalize single-event sports betting
(SESB) C-218, was transferred to, and
introduced by, Conservative M.P. Kevin Waugh
(Saskatoon-Grasswood). MP Waugh drew the
seventh slot to introduce a PMB, guaranteeing a
vote this parliamentary session. This bill passed
with 303 in voting in favour and only 15 voting
against on February 17, 2021. It was
unanimously passed in the House of Commons
Justice Committee and returned to the House for
a final debate and that passed third reading on
April 22, 2021. The bill was introduced in the
Senate on April 30, 2021.
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WHY SPORTS BETTING?
The gaming sector is the largest component
of the entertainment industry in Canada
accounting for over 250,000 jobs across
Canada. In 2018, the United States legalized
SESB in New York State and Michigan. This
allows for sports betting in a physical casino
which directly threatens the market for
Canadian gaming facilities in Niagara Falls,
Windsor, Ontario, and across the country. It is
estimated that the illegal SESB market in
Canada is over $10 billion which directly
funds organized crime.
This bill was formerly introduced by Joe
Comartin MP (Windsor Tecumseh) and then
Brian Masse in the 41st Session of
Parliament. Effectively, this will allow each
province of territory to decide if they want to
legalize and regulate SESB in order to take
away the profits from organized, black-market
crime, and put the money back into the
provincial social services like health care and
education.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS
MATTER: ROGERS/SHAW
PROPOSED MERGER
MASSE OPPOSES TAKEOVER OF SHAW BY
ROGERS DUE TO NEGATIVE IMPACTS FOR
CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES

During this public health crisis due to the COVID
19 pandemic, the need for accessible and
affordable high-speed broadband and wireless
internet has become obvious to all Canadians.
With people sheltering at home, and with schools
and businesses closed, Canadians need a fast
and reliable internet connection to communicate
for work and school through online applications.
Unfortunately, the government has failed to treat
this with the urgency it deserves, and this
proposed takeover will eliminate a wireless
competitor leading to even higher prices for
Canadians who already pay amongst the highest
prices in the world.
The profit margins of the largest three telecom
companies (BCE, Rogers, and Telus) have
reached an astonishing 46.2 per cent. In fact,
Canadian telecom companies make more
revenue per gigabyte of data than almost any
other company in the world. Canadians pay 23
times more than those in Finland and 70 times
more than those in India. Yet this has resulted in
lower data use than in almost any other country in
the world. This hurts Canada’s economy and
consumers.
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NDP TELECOM PLAN
NDP Plan to deliver High Speed Broadband
Internet to all Canadians
Masse released the NDP plan for 100 percent of Canadians
to finally have access to high speed broadband internet
within the next four years rather than the government’s
inadequate and underfunded program that would make
people wait until at least 2030. During this pandemic, the
profit margins in the broadband divisions of Rogers and Bell
have increased to over 40 percent, the highest in the world,
along with unaffordable prices for many Canadians. It is an
essential utility and must be treated as one.

The NDP plan would do the following:


Declare high speed broadband internet an essential
service with the requisite consumer price protections for
universal affordable access.



Establish a comprehensive broadband build out plan to
be started in the next 12 months with 95 percent to be
completed in 36 months and the remaining geographic
challenges being addressed to reach 100 percent within
48 months. This has been approved as practical by
industry and supported by consumer groups.



Using the federal government fund, the entire $ 6 billion
build out with the revenues from the spectrum auctions,
which has taken in almost $20 billion since the auctions
began. This would not cost taxpayers any money.



Guarantee price equivalency between large metropolitan
areas and rural and remote communities with regulatory
rate setting for a basic, universal affordable plan for
everyone similar to what is available in other countries.
Learn More: https://www.brianmasse.ca/?s=telecom
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Brian Masse MP
speaks in the
House of Commons
April 29, 2021

COVID-19 PANDEMIC:
MASSE WORKING FOR YOU
For over a year now, we have been in this pandemic,
had multiple lockdowns, and our borders remain
closed. Many of us are separated from loved ones
for various reasons from long-term care restrictions,
friends and family with compromised immunity, or
with border closures both provincial and
international. This is not easy on anyone and Brian
Masse M.P. is working to get answers on all of your
federal concerns from the border to benefits and
from vaccines to family reunification. Included in the
next pages you will see some of this work.

BORDER REGULATIONS
Throughout the pandemic, the Government has been
consistent at one thing—keeping the border closed.
Unfortunately, the constant changes to the border
regulations have led to mass confusion, misinformation,
and penalties and fines for honest Canadians.
Instead of working with border communities to meet the
needs of cross-border workers and separated families,
the Trudeau Government has instead installed a set of
rules that does not take into account the
interconnectedness of border cities.
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I have written several letters to the Government, shared
hundreds of your letters with them, and asked for them to
work with us to set up a recovery task force that is safe,
takes our needs into account, includes stakeholders who
need access to the border, and that will not result in
mass chaos and confusion as their past decisions have.

SMALL BUSINESS HELP
Small businesses across Canada have been hit hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic. While big box stores are
prospering, mom and pop shops are struggling to keep
their doors open. The very largest firms have made
billions in profit off the pandemic. The Liberals have
given the wealthiest corporations help and stand by
when they give profits to shareholders. New Democrats
had to push them to do more than the bare minimum for
the small businesses in our communities. People in
Windsor and across Canada depend on small
businesses for services, jobs, and to help our community
thrive.
The NDP has called for a COVID-19 excess profit tax for
big corporations that profited off the pandemic. The
Parliamentary Budget Officer stated that if the federal
government implemented a one-time tax on excessive
profits for large corporation, the government could
recover $8 billion. This revenue can help support small
businesses and our communities. The Liberals are
refusing to make those at the very top — those who
profited off the pandemic — pay their fair share. Small
business owners are forced to dig into their savings and
take up loans to save the businesses they built. The
Liberals are failing people who need help most.

brianmasse.ca/covid-19
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FIGHTING FOR
OJIBWAY SHORES TO
BECOME A NATIONAL
URBAN PARK
In August 2019, the campaign for establishing
Ojibway National Urban Park began with a townhall
with hundreds of residents and many organizations
including local, national, and international
environmental groups in support, especially the
Wildlands League. While the struggle has been hard
fought, and continues to this day, there have been
some significant achievements. In the September
23, 2020, Speech from the Throne, the Federal
Government pledged to work with cities to expand
urban parks, linking this to the goal of protecting 25%
of Canada’s land and fighting climate change using
nature-based solutions. Then, the April 2021 Federal
Budget allocated the funding for this commitment.
The campaign for Ojibway National Urban Park
joined with the Wildlands Nature Connectivity Project,
which is about finding those gems where we can
restore, protect, and connect natural landscapes
across Southern Canada to address the dual
challenges of climate impacts like flooding and where
species need protection. Southern Ontario is most at
risk to flooding with the highest number of
endangered species. Urban Protection, natural
infrastructure and ecological corridors are a way to
build back nature and address these challenges.
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AUTO POLICY NEEDED
Brian Masse continues to push the Trudeau
Government to create a much-needed National Auto
Policy in light of the parts shortages idling plants
across Canada and announcements of new plants
being built right across the river in Michigan.
In 2018, the Government’s own Auto Czar, Ray
Tanguay, delivered the Trudeau Liberals a report
calling for immediate action to protect the Canadian
auto sector. This government still has not acted on
his recommendations or those of the Canadian
Automotive Partnership Council before that. On April
29, 2021, Masse questioned the government:
Brian Masse (NDP): Mr. Speaker, generations of
Canadian families have been supported by good jobs
in the automotive industry, but this is all at risk
because the auto sector has no plan.
The budget mentions electric vehicle battery
research, but the government fails by not having a
national policy. Canada has fallen behind and there's
stalled production because we're dependent on
foreign microchips. Ford and GM have creation of
batteries in the U.S., GM has plants across from
Windsor. When will the government introduce a
national auto policy to protect and create
these good jobs in Canada for Canadians and
their families.

CANADA-UNITED STATES
ISSUES OF JOINT CONCERN
Despite the pandemic, Masse has been working with his
United States counterparts virtually discussing areas of
concern. He was a guest speaker at the Great Lakes and
St. Lawrence Cities Initiative conference in April where
issues around shipping, trade, funding by the Government of
Canada and rebuilding post-pandemic were discussed.
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In May 2021, Masse participated in the CAN-AM Border
Trade Alliance conference where discussions took place on
current and future border regulations, including what
changes are being looked at along the border post-Covid-19
and when the border eventually reopens.

GREAT LAKES UPDATE
In the past few months, the United States federal Great Lakes
Task Force has requested that the Government of Canada do
its part and fund the Great Lakes proportionately. Budget
2021 did not include ANY Great Lakes Funding. I am working
as the NDP Great Lakes Critic to bring this to both the
Government and the All-Party Great Lakes Sub-Committee to
ensure that these lakes which serve $40 million Canadian
and Americans for drinking water alone, including our own,
are not left to just the USA to care for and protect for the longterm. They are our responsibility and we need to do our part.
As you may know, the recent deep geologic repository (DGR)
to store low and intermediate nuclear waste a kilometre under
the ground and beside the Great Lakes in Kincardine,
Ontario, has been cancelled. However, not far from that
cancelled project, South Bruce, Ontario, is now being
considered for a project site by the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization (NWMO). This is dangerous and
leaves us back fighting to protect the Great Lakes and our
drinking water, the ecosystems and environment. I oppose
any potential threat to our Great Lakes and will continue to
voice my concerns. All updates can be seen on my website
at: https://www.brianmasse.ca/?s=great+lakes.
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ANNOUNCEMENT for Windsor West:
Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) 2021 is officially
underway and all the approved organizations
and small businesses who submitted
applications have been notified.

The CSJ program provides wage subsidies to
employers from the not-for-profit, public and
private sectors to provide good-quality job
opportunities and valuable work experience
to youth between the ages of 15 and 30.
The Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) program
plays an important role in supporting
employers and youth during these
unprecedented times. Creating more job
opportunities for young Canadians to gain
independence, earn money and develop skills
is more important now than ever before.
Therefore, we worked to set local priorities for
Windsor West which will help youth gain the
valuable work experience and skills they need
so that they can get a strong head-start to
build a successful career.

All Canada Summer Jobs—funded
positions— will automatically be posted
on the Job Bank by Service Canada
www.jobbank.gc.ca/youth to help
youth find, and employers to fill, those
openings with qualified individuals.

LEFT: Brian brings Windsor
to Ottawa in his Brand Dead
“Grand Marais Ditch Jump
Pro” t-shirt.

PHOTO GALLERY

Clockwise from top left:
1. Brian works with Legal Assistance
and Lisa Gretzky MPP on federal
benefits.
2. Brian meets with
workers locked out of JD Norman
Industries. 3. Brian gets vaccinated
against Covid-19. 4. Brian continues
to drive up and work in Ottawa at
Parliament through the pandemic.
5. Local Border Officer CIU
President Ken Turner and Brian call
for rapid tests at border.

Brian’s office in Ottawa is filled with Windsor tributes from
books to sports memorabilia and art from local artists.

