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Dear friends,
I am sending an update on my work as your federal Member of Parliament. Included
you will find information on some of the most popular topics that you are contacting me
about in recent months.
I have also added an update on our work to have the locally assembled Chrysler
Pacifica added to the Government’s Budget 2019 Plan in order to provide incentives to
purchasers of zero-emission vehicles.
Lastly, I want to take the opportunity to remind you that I have an electronic newsletter,
the MASS-E-NEWS. If you’re interested in receiving this periodically, send me an email
at brian.masse@parl.gc.ca and I will gladly add your name to my list of subscribers.
As always, stay in touch on anything that you are concerned about!
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For years, the Liberals have been
promising to protect pensions when
companies go bankrupt. When Nortel
and Sears went bankrupt, thousands of
Canadians lost their jobs and pensions.
Despite this happening under successive
governments, the current Liberal
government has made it clear that the
interests of corporations are more
important than protecting Canadian
workers and retirees. New Democrats
know that this was the wrong decision.
Last election, the Liberals promised to

Yours truly, Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West)

use every tool to protect pensioners. Yet,
once elected, they did nothing but claim
to be “monitoring” and “consulting”. This
doesn’t fix the problem.
Changes to bankruptcy legislation in
Budget 2019 call on participants in
bankruptcy proceedings to “act in good
faith,” but does not make significant
changes to existing law; failing to protect
pensioners.
Alternatively, our NDP pension critic,
Scott Duvall introduced a bill that would
protect pensions in the case of

bankruptcy or insolvency by changing
the laws so pension plans are treated the
same as secure creditors in the event of
bankruptcy. This ensures that pension
plans are fully funded, unlike the current
situation, where plan deficits are allowed
t o d eva lue mont h ly p en sion
payments.

High-speed internet and cellular services
are a necessity for Canadians in this day
and age.
Despite this, broadband
access and wireless services are not
affordable or reliable in Canada. Compared to other developed economies,
Canadians pay some of the highest
prices for mobile wireless and broadband
subscriptions in the world.
For decades, Liberal and Conservative
governments have relied on market
forces and supposed competition to
determine what Canadians pay for their

cell phone and internet every month.
They did this despite clear evidence that
consumers are being forced to pay at
least more than $20 above average
monthly prices of the OECD.

astonishing 46.2 per cent.

The Liberals’ new policy directive to the
CRTC is inadequate and does not
protect Canadians from price gouging or
outrageous sales and customer service
While Canadians are paying practices.
skyrocketing prices, research shows that Canadians deserve a government who
Bell, Rogers and Telus received close to has the courage to stand up to the big
$50 million in subsidies and more than telecommunication companies and to
$700 million in contracts for the federal use every tool available to make life
government. In 2017, the profits of the more affordable for people.
“Big Five” totalled $7.49 billion, and their
profit margins have reached an

The NDP Plan:









Broadband and wireless services are essential. Those services need to be affordable for all and be declared an essential
service.
Every company should be required to have a basic plan for wireless and broadband that meets the needs of Canadians
and is comparable with the lower prices that are available in other countries in the OECD.
Canadians need a real Telecom Consumers’ Bill of Rights to protect them from price gouging and the egregious and
outrageous sales and services practices of the telecom companies.
Data caps for broadband internet need to be abolished and companies mandated to create the unlimited data plans at
affordable rates for wireless service, as exist elsewhere in the world.
Open up Canada’s wireless market to true competition by mandating “structural separation” between infrastructure
services and retail services in wireless, the CRTC could disable many of the mechanisms by which the Big Five have
shielded themselves from competition.
The government should use the money from the spectrum auction to ensure all Canadians in rural and remote areas
have affordable high speed broadband and wireless services.
The regulation of the telecom sector has to be reformed to focus on consumer protection and lower prices rather than
preserving the telecom companies’ abnormally large profits.

Research shows that Canadians pay some of the highest prices for mobile wireless services. Canadian telecom companies
make more revenue per gigabyte of data than almost any other company in the world. In 2018, the total revenue per gigabyte
in Canada is roughly 70 times higher than in India and 23 times higher than in Finland. Canadian telecoms made 35 times
higher than what Indian companies made for the same data usage in 2017. As a result, Canada has lower data use than almost any other country in the world. This impacts our economy because investment flows to other countries where costs of
telecom services, especially data, are much lower. This situation is costing Canada jobs while gouging our consumers.
For decades, Liberal and Conservative governments have relied on market forces and supposed competition to determine
what Canadians pay for their cell phone services and result has been disaster for consumers and our economy. This is an
example of market failure.
It’s time for a price cap.
Until the industry becomes competitive, the NDP will introduce a wireless price cap to make sure every Canadian saves money
on their bill. For each service and plan, a price cap based on the OECD price average and other factors will be put in place.
This measure will slash each of your telecommunication service bills an average of $10 per month.
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PACIFICA VICTORY

GREEN NEW DEAL

As you might know, the
Liberal Government’s Budget
2019 included an automotive
incentive for zero-emissions
vehicle purchases on cars
over $45,000 (with a rebate of
$5000.) This plan did not
include our locally assembled
Chrysler Pacifica.

Many of you have written in support
of the Green New Deal supporting a
plan to fight climate change.

After mounting a large
campaign in conjunction with
local residents and Unifor, the
government reversed its decision and the updated plan includes the Pacifica.
Thank you, without your voices, the Pacifica would not have been added.

Trudeau’s Liberals have
adopted Stephen Harper's far too
weak targets, and those won’t
even be reached for two centuries.
In the meantime, fossil fuels are
still subsidized.

In April, NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh was here to announce a stronger plan that
helps protect these automotive jobs. Alongside our recently announced NDP
Automotive Procurement Policy, and plans to keep our region working through
cooperation with FCA for parts supplying to the US $4.5 billion investment in the
Detroit region for the new Jeep products. We will continue fighting for the
government to introduce an automotive policy that responds to the needs of the
automotive and manufacturing sectors and keep this industry moving forward
while meeting the innovative changes of the future.

PHARMACARE UPDATE
My recent public meeting on pharmacare was an example of the high degree of
concern in our community when it comes to the need for a comprehensive
pharmacare plan. Residents cited the need for public prescription and dental
coverage, and we discussed how we move this issue forward with the
government to help Canadians. We know that Canadians should not have to
choose between prescriptions, dental care, or feeding their families. We will
continue working to implement a National Pharmacare Plan.

Yes Brian, I agree that cell phone and
internet plans should be more
affordable for Canadian consumers.

New Democrats have a proud
tradition of fighting climate change.
Jack Layton introduced the first
legislation calling on the Canadian
government to take action to reduce
emissions.

Canadians should be able to count
on a government that does the right
thing on climate change, while
creating good jobs and improving
our communities. That’s why our
NDP plan includes a large-scale
home retrofit program reducing our
energy consumption and creating
tens of thousands of local jobs at the
same time. It would help families
save more energy at almost $900 a
year. Our plan to retrofit all buildings
within 30 years will build a greener
future for everyone. There is more to
come on this. Visit my website for
updates at brianmasse.ca.

PHOTO GALLERY

Above: Brian Masse with Interim President &
Vice-Chancellor Douglas Kneale, Pascal
Calarco Leddy Library Librarian and Jerry
Barycki, President of the Polish Canadian
Business and Professional Association at
Polish Heritage Day 2019 at the Leddy Library

Above: With local leaders and NDP Leader Jagmeet
Singh 2019 Vaisakhi-Khalsa Day Celebrations
at the Windsor Gurdwara.

Above: Brian Masse with the Teutonia Club
of Windsor-Essex celebrating local German
contributions and culture.

Below: Brian Masse and local NDP leaders
held a town hall where there was positive
discussion on Pharmacare and dental care.

Below: Brian Masse with representatives from
the local Duty Free Associations in Ottawa.
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Below: Brian with local leaders calling on the
federal government to include the Chrysler
Pacifica in the zero-emissions incentive in
Budget 2019.
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