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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 

brian.masse@parl.gc.ca      www.brianmasse.ca 



 

LINDON CLARK BROOKS 
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Located on Peter Street, Sandwich First 
Baptist Church is one of the oldest active 
Black churches in the province and 
Windsor’s only remaining example of a 
church building constructed by 
Underground Railroad travelers. Around 
1840, a group of freedom seekers from 
the American South established the 
congregation that would become 
Sandwich First Baptist Church. A log 
cabin was constructed in 1847, and in 
1851, the present church building was 
dedicated, with families having helped to 
make the bricks using clay from the 
riverbank. The church was not merely a 
spiritual beacon but an Underground 
Railroad site, used to hide freedom 
seekers from slavecatchers who were 
bold enough to pursue them across the 
river. 

Lindon Clark Brooks 

Few people know that Windsor was home to North America’s 
first electric street car service, beginning in 1886… and the first 
operator of Windsor’s electric street car was Lindon Clark 
Brooks, a Black engineer who had originally been born in 
Indiana in 1853. Brooks resided in Windsor from 1880 until his 
death in 1935. 

“I  refuse to accept the view that mankind is 

so tragically bound to the starless 

midnight of racism and war that the bright 

daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never 

become a reality…. I believe that unarmed truth 

and unconditional love will have the final word.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Emancipation 

Emancipation is an annual festival 

which celebrates the abolition of 

slavery across the British Empire. In 

Windsor, under the leadership of 

Walter Perry and the British 

American Association of Colored 

Brethren, the festival’s heyday 

occurred from the 1930s to the late 

1960s. Parades, concerts, food, a 

carnival, and talent contests were 

among the popular events… but 

each year Windsor’s Emancipation 

celebration was visited by inspiring 

keynote speakers such as Martin 

Luther King, Jr., Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Adam Clayton Powell, and Mary McLeod Bethune.  


