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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 
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No. 2 Construction Battalion 
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Hogan’s Alley was a Vancouver, BC, 
neighbourhood that was home to multiple 
immigrant communities but was known largely 
for its African-Canadian population. The name 
“Hogan’s Alley” was not official, but was the 
popular term for a T-shaped intersection. The 
Black community had established itself by 
1923, when the African Methodist Episcopal 
Fountain Chapel was founded. Black 
settlement and high concentration of Black 

 people were due to the proximity between the 
neighbourhood and the Great Northern 
Railway, where many men worked as porters. 
In addition, Black people faced housing 
discrimination in other parts of Vancouver, 
which lead them to the area of Hogan’s Alley. 
However, efforts of the City of Vancouver to 
construct an interurban freeway, put an end to 
a now distinct neighbourhood, which is now 
receiving recognition in the early 21st century. 

No. 2 Construction Battalion 

The No. 2 Construction Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, also known as the Black 
Battalion, was a segregated unit formed for the First World War in 1916. Windsor was one 
of the most successful recruiting stations for the battalion. Members of the African 
Canadian community, previously barred from joining most other units, were eager to 
serve. Men from this region but also from as far away as multiple American states and the 
Caribbean joined the battalion and trained at Windsor before being transported east to 
Nova Scotia and beyond, to Europe. 

“N o one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his background, 

or his religion. People  must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, then they can 

learn to love, for love come more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.”   
~Nelson Mandela   


