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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 

brian.masse@parl.gc.ca      www.brianmasse.ca 



 

ALTON C. PARKER 

brian.masse@parl.gc.ca        www.brianmasse.ca 

Slavery in Canada: Early 1600s to 1834 
 

In early Canada, the enslavement of African peoples was a legal instrument that 
helped fuel colonial economic enterprise. Enslavement was introduced by French 
colonists in New France in the early 1600s, and lasted until it was abolished throughout 
British North America in 1834. During that two-century period, Canada was involved in 
the transatlantic slave trade. Within the country’s borders, people were bought, sold 
and enslaved. Canada was further linked to the institution of enslavement through 
international trade. The country exchanged products such as salted cod and timber for 
slave-produced goods such as rum, molasses, tobacco and sugar from slaveholding 
colonies in the Caribbean. 
 
The earliest record of Black enslavement in Canada is of the sale of a young boy 
named Olivier LeJeune in 1629 in New France. By 1759, two-thirds of enslaved people 
in New France were First Nations and one-third were of African descent. Slavery 
expanded after the end of the American Revolution in 1783 when United Empire 
Loyalists relocated to various places in eastern Canada: Lower Canada (Quebec), 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and Upper Canada (Ontario) and 
brought the almost three thousand Africans they enslaved. Under British rule, Africans 
were the majority enslaved. 
 

Alton C. Parker 
Born in Windsor, Alton C. Parker was one of 
Windsor’s first Black police constables, hired in 
1942. In 1951, Constable Parker was appointed to 
the rank of Detective, becoming Canada’s first 
Black detective. Detective Parker served with the 
Windsor Police for 28 years. Alton C. Parker Park, 
located on Broadhead Street in Windsor, 
commemorates his legacy. It is the site where, for 
over twenty-five years, Alton and Evelyn Parker 
hosted children and their families for the annual 
Uncle Al’s Annual Kid’s Party.  

Detroit 

Underground 

Railroad 

Monument 

overlooking 

Windsor, 

Ontario, from 

Hart Plaza. 


