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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 
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ELIJAH McCOY 
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Located at 3652 Peter St in Windsor Ontario, Sandwich First Baptist is a church 
with a deep history.  Built in 1866 by a group of freed slaves, it stood as a beacon 
to all those who traveled to Canada along the route known as the Underground 
Railroad.  Many escaped slaves hid in the basement of Sandwich First Baptist to 
avoid border jumping bounty hunters from the United States.  Although Michigan 
was a free state, the Fugitive Slave Act empowered slave catchers to operate 
within the entire United States. 
 
The building is a simple wooden frame, with the addition of later brick walls (the 
bricks were contributed by the former slaves that made up the congregation).  The 
building is a designated Windsor and Ontario heritage site, and is actively used as 
a church.  The land was given to the Baptist congregation by Queen Victoria 
herself.  The original signed document ceding the land remains with the church. 
 
Many of the churches documents were lost during a period in the 1970s when it 
was abandoned for a decade.  This makes it fairly difficult to research 
historically.  The churches register for that period is blank and torn out.  There is 
currently a congregation at Sandwich First Baptist, and the church also serves as 
a site for Underground Railroad tours. 

Elijah McCoy 

Born in Colchester to formerly enslaved 
parents in 1843, Elijah McCoy was educated 
as a mechanical engineer, but could only find 
work as a manual labourer. Refusing to give 
up, he became an inventor, obtaining fifty 
seven patents over his long career. Some 
say that the phrase “the real McCoy” 
originated when people demanded his 
authentic lubrication cup, an innovation that 
drastically improved the efficiency of trains.  

“I  have decided to stick with 

love.  Hate is too great a 

burden to bear.” 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Right: Underground Railroad  Monument 

Windsor, ON 


