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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 
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DELOS ROGEST DAVIS 
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The Underground Railroad was the first great freedom movement in the 
Americas. It was the first time that good people Black and White and of different 
races and faiths worked in harmony for freedom and for justice.  The abolitionists 
would use railroad terminology to confuse the slave catchers. A 
CONDUCTOR would be a person who would lead the fugitives to freedom.  It 
would be their responsibility to get the PASSENGERS (fugitives), from one 
Station (safehouse) to another until they would eventually reach a TERMINAL in 
northern U.S or Canada, where there was freedom. 
 
 At the entrance to the John Freeman Walls Historic Site and Underground 
Railroad Museum, there's a historic plaque that reads; In 1846 John Freeman 
Walls a fugitive slave from North Carolina built this log cabin on land purchased 
from the Refugee Home Society. This organization was founded by the 
abolitionist Henry Bibb, published of the Voice Of The Fugitive, and the famous 
Josiah Henson. The cabin subsequently served as a terminal of the 
Underground Railroad and the first meeting place of the Puce Baptist Church. 
Although many former slaves returned to the United States following the 
American civil war, Walls and his family  chose to remain in Canada.  

Delos Rogest Davis 

Born enslaved in Maryland in 1846, Davis grew 
up in Colchester Township. He trained for a legal 
career but could not find a lawyer to offer him an 
articling placement. It took a special act of 
provincial parliament for Davis to be permitted to 
practice law. Davis was a well respected lawyer, 
specializing in both criminal and municipal law, 
and was counsel in several important murder 
cases. After practicing primarily in Amherstburg 
and Windsor, he is believed to have been the first 
person of African descent to be appointed King’s 
Counsel. 


