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Dear friends, 

Black History Month is a time to remember the specific contributions to Canadian 

society by black Canadians.  There are personal stories, migrations, historical 

events, and community celebrations that all play into the powerful and meaningful 

story of Black History Month.  This newsletter aims to share some of the stories of 

our local black community and how they have helped shape our community and 

region into the beautifully diverse place we call home.  I hope you enjoy these 

stories and if you would like to see the other ones sent out throughout the riding, 

please visit my website at: www.brianmasse.ca and open the pdf. attachments to 

learn more about our local black history. Alternatively, visit one of the local 

museums such as the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, the François Baby House 

or Uncle Tom`s Cabin Historic Site in Dresden.  Please contact my office if you want further information on these or the 

local black historical or community groups at (519) 255-1631. 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Brian Masse M.P. (Windsor West) 

 

Viola Desmond is the first woman 

on a Canadian bank note—our 

$10.00 bill.  In 1946, Viola 

Desmond challenged racial 

discrimination when she refused to 

leave the segregated Whites-only 

section of the Roseland Theatre 

in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Viola 

Desmond was arrested, jailed 

overnight and convicted without 

legal representation for an obscure 

tax offence as a result. Despite the 

efforts of the Nova Scotian Black 

community to assist her appeal, 

Viola Desmond was unable to 

remove the charges against her and 

went unpardoned in her lifetime. 

She was named National Historic 

Person for 2018 by the Canadian 

Government. 

“Y ou must never be fearful about what 

you are doing when it is right.” 

~Rosa Parks 

brian.masse@parl.gc.ca      www.brianmasse.ca 



 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
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Founded in Windsor, Ontario, in 
1934, the Hour-A-Day Study Club 
was originally called ‘The 
Mothers’ Club’ but changed their 
name to The Hour-A-Day Study 
Club. Their pledge to study for 
one hour a day had a tremendous 
influence on the community as 
members of the Club became 
encouraged by school 
achievements and provided 
support for parents. Each year, 
students who excelled in their 
studies received the Hour-A-Day 
Study Club scholarship awards. 
The Club also organized many 
social and cultural events such as 
the Parents’ Dinner and Mothers’ 
Day worship services and the Spring Musical.  

The Club was very active in promoting the rights of young women of colour in Canada. 
When young women were being prevented from entering nursing, the Hour-A-Day Study 
Club petitioned the provincial Minister of Health and the University of Toronto to have 
Black nurses admitted. Through the late 1940s to the early 1950s, Black women were 
gradually accepted as nursing students and eventually employed in hospitals in various 
centres across Canada. Study Club members also took up various social causes, 
 including helping to plan Emancipation Day festivities.  

The Underground Railroad 

In the nineteenth century, more than 30,000 
enslaved Blacks used a network of secret routes, the 
Underground Railroad, to find freedom in Canada.  
On this long and dangerous journey, many had no 
money, supplies, or literacy, but they had intelligence, 
determination, courage, and often a desire to keep 
their families intact. The Detroit River was one of the 
most significant routes by which freedom seekers 
entered Canada. Many descendants remain in 
Windsor and Essex County today.  

[Pictured: The Tower of Freedom Monument in downtown Windsor, 

sculpted by Ed Dwight, 2001.] 

 

DID YOU KNOW?   

The Provincial Freeman newspaper was co-founded in Windsor by Mary Ann Shadd 
Cary, the first Black female publisher in North America and the first female publisher in 
Canada.  This weekly newspaper was published from March 24, 1853, to September 

20, 1857, and covered activities and issues relevant to Blacks in Canada. 


