
The last few months have been a whirlwind for Sandwich Towne with a second bridge construction being announced, 

and a bridge demolition after that.  Sandwich Towne is taking the brunt of this news and residents have every right to be           

concerned. 

We will see years of construction, road detours, and potentially the loss of Ojibway Shores to an outside buyer.  This is 

going to impact our community significantly and we need to stand together to let the decision makers know that we all 

live here, and we all deserve a say and protection. 

To date, there has been no real discussion about the impacts that continuous construction will have on our community, 

our residents, our environment, and especially on Sandwich Towne.   

I want to take this opportunity to invite you, your family, and friends to a public meeting where we will discuss what YOU 

want to see for the future of Sandwich Town. I want to hear your concerns and share my thoughts on these projects.  

And, ultimately, I want us to build a plan together for Sandwich Towne, which includes a community benefits framework 

and how to live over the duration of this entire process. 

Come out and be heard.  Together, we can make a difference.  I look forward to seeing you on November 18, 2017. 

 

3277 Sandwich Street West. Windsor, Ontario. N9C 1A9  

TIME: 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. (Public Speakers at 11:00 a.m.) 

DATE: Saturday, November 18, 2017 

Bridging community concerns. 

Come out to a public 

meeting and discuss 

your concerns about                   

future plans for              

Sandwich Towne and                  

Ojibway Shores. 

RSVP: brian.masse.c1@parl.gc.ca or 519.255.1631 

LOCATION: Mackenzie Hall Cultural Centre 

Come by and drop off your survey. Light snacks and refreshments. Family friendly event.  



Two New bridges?                            

The Ambassador Bridge Company was granted a permit by the federal government to build a second span 

next to the existing Ambassador Bridge.  However, they must demolish the old bridge after the work is 

completed.  They will need to build new roads, customs facilities, and a new fire hall in the process. 

The Gordie Howe Bridge is also slated for construction in the coming years and just down the road from the 

Ambassador Bridge project.  It too will require a lot of construction.  Although the Windsor-Deotroit Border 

Authority has created a community benefits framework to ensure that some of the money will go back into the 

community, they have yet to decide whether this means to just Sandwich Town or other interests.   

At the end of the day, we have no idea what the impact of all of this construction  will have on the residents of 

Sandwich Towne.  We need to discuss your concerns, like truck traffic in your neighbourhoods, dust from the 

constant and on-going construction, and the impact on your health, the impact on the heritage buildings and 

demolition of others.  New streets and street closures during the process need discussion.  And, ultimately, 

the safety of our children, seniors, families, and neighbours while this all takes place in the coming years. 

The Windsor-Detroit Border Authority (WDBA) has been tasked 

to work with the private partner that is selected to build the new 

Gordie Howe Bridge, to include a Community Benefit 

Framework.  The Framework is guided by “opportunities that 

can advance economic, social or environmental conditions.” 

This is a long-term project that is meant to impact the 

communities that the bridge serves—namely, Sandwich Town 

on this side of the crossing. 

I want to hear from you about where you think this fund 

should focus.  How would you like to see Sandwich Towne 

improved?  What services are needed in your neighbourhood? 

Where would investments in Sandwich Town be best spent in 

order to ensure that this neighbourhood is protected in the 

future? 

The WDBA has heard from residents already who shared their 

input.  Five main areas of concern have been prominent 

including: 

Share your voice! Come out on November 18 to 

Mackenzie Hall and share your ideas with me and your 

neighbours. It is vital that we have a collective voice on this 

framework and that we work together to develop the best 

possible solution for the future of Sandwich Towne. 

I have included a survey for you to share your thoughts on the 

Community Benefits Framework.  Fill out this survey, bring it 

with you on November 18, and  together we will make a 

difference  for the future of Sandwich Towne.   

Want more information?  Call my office at                                                            

519-255-1631 or email at brian.masse.c1@parl.gc.ca                     

and let me know if you can join me for breakfast and                     

a meeting on November 18, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 

1. Local workforce and training strategies 

2. Construction impact and operation mitigation measures for nearby residents and businesses  

3. Community safety and connections 

4. Aesthetics and landscaping  

5. Regional economic and community development opportunities. 



What is the Community Benefits Fund? How will it work? 

The Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority (WDBA) is an arm of the federal government that is overseeing the new Gordie Howe Bridge 

Project.  They have mandated that they will have a fund available in both Windsor and Detroit to help reflect the role of the bridge 

in our community.  To date, the WDBA has received over 200 submissions from residents and the majority of suggestions fall into 

the following groups: 

1. Local workforce and training strategies 
2. Construction impact and operation mitigation measures for nearby residents and businesses  
3. Community safety and connections 
4. Aesthetics and landscaping  
5. Regional economic and community development opportunities. 

I would like to hear from you what you would like included.  I have called for  income opportunities, 

poverty reduction, education opportunities, and community services all to be available to the residents of Sandwich Towne.   

Come out on Saturday, November 18, and let me know what matters to you. 

How would you like to see Sandwich Towne improved? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address                                                                                              City, Province, Postal Code 

_________________________________________________          _________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number                                                               Email 

Yes Brian, add me to your mailing list on Sandwich Towne, Ojibway Shores, and border issues.                                          

(You can unsubscribe at any time). 

Community safety initiatives 

Construction mitigation actions to protect residents i.e.) dust clean up, street sweeping, noise regulations 

Economic development initiatives i.e.) new retail stores, restaurants, market etc. 

Health services 

Historical building and artifact preservation 

Jobs and training 

Parks, green spaces and streetscaping 

Tourism and recreation opportunities  

Youth specific activities and spaces 

I would like to see / Other Comments: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 



Why is Ojibway Shores Important?                 

Ojibway Shores is the last remaining, undeveloped natural shoreline in Windsor Detroit and it needs to be 

protected for the long-term. These 33.6 acres of land are presently overseen by the Windsor Port Authority, 

which is a federal ward of the Department of Transport Canada. This land has remained undeveloped for 

hundreds of years and has flourished.   

A recent study and biological inventory was undertaken and revealed hundreds of species of wildlife—some 

identified as endangered—as a critical part of our environmental community and ecosystem. 252 wildlife 

species were recorded (141 were birds), and again, some on the endangered list. 

Ojibway Shores and the Community Benefits Framework 

The Windsor Port Authority (WPA) recently suggested that for $12 million dollars from the proposed Windsor-

Detroit Border Authority (WDBA) Community Benefit Fund, they would be happy to lease out this public land 

for 30 years instead of developing it commercially.  The problem is that this is YOUR land—it is public land 

owned by the federal government—not the Windsor Port Authority. 

What can we do? 

I have asked the federal Minister of Transport to take the lead in protecting this environment and its 

ecosystems by transferring the land back from the WPA and then transferring it to the Minister of Environment 

for Canada.  This land would then remain protected, and ultimately overseen, by Environment Canada for the 

long-term. 

Further, I have created a petition to have the Minister start this process, and a postcard campaign to let him 

know that our community wants this land protected.  If you agree, please sign my petition and send a postcard 

letting our federal government know that we will not let this culturally significant land be developed. 

Contact Brian Masse M.P.  

www.brianmasse.ca 

brian.masse@parl.gc.ca 

519-255-1631 

 

 


