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Windsor-Detroit is already a multi-modal border 
crossing region.  

 ACTUAL 
 Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry 

 The Ambassador Bridge 

 Michigan Central Railway Tunnel 

 Detroit-Windsor Tunnel 

 

 PROPOSED 
 Gordie Howe International Bridge 

 Windsor-Detroit Passenger Ferry 

 

 



 

The term Order-in-Council refers to a 
legislative instrument generated by the 
governor-in-council, and constitutes a 

formal recommendation of Cabinet that is 
approved and signed by the governor 
general. Orders-in-Council are not 

discussed by Parliament before they have 
been implemented.* 

 
 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/politics-government/orders-council/Pages/orders-in-council.aspx
 

 



 A decision of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
that is not subject to Parliamentary scrutiny 
prior to it’s issuance. That means: 

 No public or parliamentary scrutiny prior to the 
decision taking effect. 

 No opportunity for experts to assess the 
merits/drawbacks prior. 

 No media coverage prior. 
  

Order-in-Council decisions are essentially the 
Government operating in it’s own vacuum the 

public can only respond after the fact. 



 

 Environmental Assessment 
submitted and approved by 
Environment Canada 

 Project description submissions 

 Schedule of Works 

 Permits 

 Lobbying 



 
 The Canadian Transit Co. (CTC) has been granted approval to proceed 

with the construction of a REPLACEMENT SPAN for the Ambassador 
Bridge that is six lanes, a 35% capacity increase. 

 
 The Order-in-Council (Government Approval) was issued August 31st 

2017. The CTC has five years to complete the replacement span from the 
issuance of the Order-in-Council. 

 
 The replacement span will be a cable stayed bridge with no permanent 

structures in the Detroit River. 
 
 The Order-in-Council approval along with previously issued permits 

outlines several conditions that the CTC must meet in order to build a 
legally compliant replacement span: 
 
Privy Council Terms and Conditions for Ambassador Bridge 
Replacement Span 
 
 
 

 
* 
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 The original construction of the Ambassador Bridge began in 1927 and 
was completed in 1929. 
 

 On average 10,000 vehicles cross the Ambassador Bridge every day. 
 

 Canada and the United States have the most robust bilateral trade 
relationship in the world and roughly 25% of that surface trade travels 
over the Ambassador Bridge. (In 2015 it was approxiamately $175 Billion) 

 
 The Order-in-Council requires the CTC to demolish the Ambassador 

Bridge 5 years after the completion of the Replacement Span.  
 

 Prior to the beginning the construction of the Replacement span the CTC 
must obtain all permits and authorizations required by Canada and the 
United States for the demolition of the Ambassador Bridge. 



 CTC must provide the Government of Canada with 
several permits, approvals and plans before they can 
proceed. 

 

 Examples of Official Approvals/Submissions still required: 

 
 Windsor Port Authority (Air Rights) 

 City of Windsor (Building Permits) 

 Time frame/cost of construction (Government of Canada) 

 Proof of solvency (Government of Canada) 

 Security Risk Assessment (prior to construction & prior to 
opening – Government of Canada) 

 Demolition of AB (several permits in both Canada and U.S.) 

 

 

 



 CTC will acquire the portion of Huron Church Rd. 
between College ave. and Wyandotte. 
 Section will remain open for public use and be 

maintained at CTC’s cost until it is required to be closed.    

 Land Acquisition still required:  
 “…properties that are within the boundaries confined by 

the future location of the Replacement Bridge to the East, 
Wyandotte St. to the South, Indian Rd. to the West and 
University Ave. W to the North.” 

 Demolish structures and “develop and maintain those 
properties as public parkland.” 

 



The Replacement Span project will require the relocation of Fire  
Hall - Station 4. 

 

The Shaded  Represents the Proposed 
Area for the New Fire Station 



 Property Acquisition - Expropriation 
 Consultation with First Nations. 
 On-going consultation with the community. 

 Information Schedule of Works refers to a consultation committee* 

 Road Maintenance during construction 
 Rehabilitation/Restoration of the following road 

infrastructure following the construction of the 
replacement span: 
 
 University ave., Peter St., Donnelly St., Wyandotte St., 
 Associated sidewalks between Hurond Church Rd. and Indian Road. 
 College ave. from Felix to Huron Church Rd. 
 Felix ave. from College ave. to Mill St. 
 Intersection from College and Huron Church Rd. 

 
*Information Schedule of Works 



 Air Quality/Dust Mitigation 

 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat Preservation 
(including species at risk and migratory birds) 

 Surface and Ground Water Quality and Quantity 

 Storm Water Management  

 Waste Management 

 Tree Preservation 

 Noise Management 

 Community Consultation 

 Mitigation of Community Heritage Features 

 



 The process to construct a new public crossing – the Gordie 
Howe International Bridge remains on-going. 

 The WDBA has stated that the public crossing is “Separate 
and distinct” from the plan to build a replacement span for 
the AB. 

 Government continues to believe in the project for the 
following reasons: 
 Provide new border crossing capacity to meet increased long-term 

international trade and travel demand; 
 Improve system connectivity to enhance the continuous flow of 

people and goods; 
 Improve operations and processing capabilities at the border; and 
 Provide alternative and secure crossing options (i.e., network 

redundancy) to mitigate risks of any disruptions or blockages of 
crossing facilities in the region. 

 



 

 What will be the Impacts to the community and how 
will they be mitigated? 
 Municipal Infrastructure 

 Who’s responsibility is it to maintain international 
truck traffic corridor (Huron Church) 

 Community Benefits? 
 Minimizing impacts to surrounding neighbourhood 

during construction 
 Impacts on water management systems: “…an 

increase in the rate of stormwater runoff is also 
anticipated as a result of the disturbance of soils and 
removal of vegetation.”*  

 Impact on Municipal Tax base? 
 

 

*Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project EA 



 ADVOCACY GROUP 

 

 ON-GOING VIGILANCE TO ENSURE CTC 
COMPLIES WITH ITS OBLIGATIONS 

 

 LEVERAGE THE BORDER FOR PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE INVESTMENT/JOBS 

 

 ENSURE THAT THE GORDIE HOWE 
INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE PROJECT PROCEEDS 

 



 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION 
AND ATTENDING  

 

Q & A TO FOLLOW… 



"Brian, thank you for the invitation to the public meeting.  
Unfortunately I cannot attend due to another commitment. As 
CTC has just received the IBTA permit, we preparing to enter 

into preliminary discussions with the various public 
stakeholders such as the City of Windsor and Transport 

Canada on a plan to move forward.  I would like to re assure 
you that consultations and project updates will be taking place 
with the Sandwich Community and the public in general.  We 

will be forming a "Community Consultation Committee" as per 
the approved environmental assessment which will be 

comprised of a representatives of the City, Transport Canada 
and as of yet to be identified community/institutional and 

business representatives.  We will announce the formation of 
this committee in the near future.” 


